
QUALIFYING FOR A 
CALIFORNIA CPA LICENSE

HOW TO QUALIFY FOR A CPA LICENSE

Exam Education Experience Ethics

Pass the Uniform 
CPA Examination 

(CPA Exam)

Pass the 
California Professional 

Ethics Exam

Obtain Accounting 
Experience

Complete the 
Required Education

ADDITIONAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the CPA Exam requirements of a 
bachelors degree and 24 units in each accounting 

and business-related subjects, you will need: 

150
Total

Semester Units

20
Accounting

Study

6
Semester Units 
of Accounting

Subjects

14
Semester Units of
Business-Related 

Subjects

+

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS

12

Months of experience obtained through 
employement in public or non-public accounting

Obtained under the supervision of an 
individual holding an active CPA license

Completed in accordance with the 
applicable professional standards

Experience in academia can be considered 
qualifying toward general accounting experience 

if specific requirements are met and the 
course(s) are in an accounting subject listed 

in CBA Regulations. 

Attest Engagements:  
To be issued a license with the ability to sign 

reports on attest engagements, you must also 
demonstrate completion of a minimum 

of 500 hours in attest experience.  

10
Ethics
Study

7
Semester

Units

3
Semester

Units

In Accounting Ethics 
or Accountants' 

Professional 
Responsibilities

+

(4 quarter units)

EDUCATION CAN BE COMPLETED AT COMMUNITY COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES, OR OTHER INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING.
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CPA LICENSE APPLICATION RECEIVED
Payment and application are processed

1
Be sure to complete and provide
all required documentation. 
Mail the application with the 
processing fee.  

}

HOW TO APPLY FOR A CPA LICENSE

APPLYING FOR A
CALIFORNIA CPA LICENSE

Visit the CBA website at 
www.dca.ca.gov/cba/applicants/cpaapp.pdf

Mail the application and required
documentation along with the processing fee

Gather all required
documentation

Fill out the 
application

REQUIREMENTS ARE REVIEWED
Passage of the CPA Exam
Education 
One year of General Accounting 
   Experience
California Professional Ethics Exam
State/Federal Fingerprint Clearance

2 Education Requirements include:
Bachelor's degree 
150 semester units 
24 units Accounting Subjects
24 units Business-Related Subjects 
20 units Accounting Study
10 units Ethics Study 

}

CPA LICENSE APPROVED
License issued upon payment 
of initial license fee

3
If the application is deficient,
additional documentation may 
need to be submitted.}

www.cba.ca.gov     I     examinfo@cba.ca.gov     I     (916) 561-1703     I PDE_23-144

https://www.facebook.com/CBAnews
https://twitter.com/CBAnews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cbanews/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		cpa_license_quick_tips.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

