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The Role of the CBA
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Mission & Vision Statement ACCOUNTANCY

To protect consumers by ensuring only qualified
licensees practice public accountancy in accordance
with established professional standards.

All consumers are well-informed and receive quality
accounting services from licensees they can trust.



What Makes Up the CBA
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Licensees

116,725 Total Licensees
6,501 Accounting Firms
67,426 CPAs (Active)

CBA Members

15 Appointed Members

8 Public Seats and 7 Professional

Staff

~100 Employees



The Value of a CPA License
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[6d =¥ :\ TIMELINE

FOR ASSEMBLY BILL 1175 CHANGES TO
Secntinran ey ENHANCE CPA LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS

ACCOUNTANCY
New Final Date
Assembly Bill 1175 Licensure Pathway To Apply With
Becomes Law Takes Effect Legacy Pathway
JANUARY 1 JANUARY 1 DECEMBER 31
2026 2027 2028

NEW LICENSURE PATHWAY >

e
CURRENT (LEGACY) PATHWAY

IMPLEMENTATION WINDOW
Allows time for:
-Development of Necessary Regulations.

-Updating of CBA Resources and Forms.

-Outreach to Students and Applicants.



NEW
REQUIREMENTS
FOR

CPA LICENSURE

YOUR CPA ROADMAP Xé‘é”d‘?f&fr‘x&”c‘if

ROAD OFENS JANUARY 1, 2027

EDUCATION
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Bachelor’s Degree in any subject.
Accounting Concentration of Courses

@ Accounting Units

@ Business (or additional Accounting Units)

o Ethics Units ﬁ

To qualify for the CPA Exam, applicants
must first satisfy the requirements
Amount listed in semester units in the Education box.

CBA "recognized" bachelor's or advanced
degrees fully meet all educational requirements.

Two Years of General
Accounting Experience
24 months of experience obtained through Employment/ Obtain an Advanced Degree in
InternshipVolunteering in public or non-public accounting. . Accountin g or Related Subject:

Additional options to satisfy portions of the
Education and Experience requirements.

I > Substitutes for 12 months of Experience |

OR
Obtain a CBA-Recognized Certificate:

¥ Obtained under the supervision of an
individual holding an active CPA license.
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» Satisfies the Accounting Concentration of Courses
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Attest Engagements:

To be issued a license with the ability to sign reports on attest engagements, N = FLEXIB'LITY |N EDUCAT]ON \‘
you must also complete a minimum of 500 hours in attest experience. 1 A
(Experience in academia can be considered 1 gy A'_‘D EXP_E_EI_EF_G_E_

qualifying if specific requirements are met.)

CONTACT US: www.cba.ca.gov (916) 561-1701 s " aceancws @) BICEANENs | CBAnews



CURRENT (LEGACY)
EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE
THE CPA EXAM*

e Conferral of a bachelor's
degree or higher

 Completion of 24
semester units in
accounting subjects

e Completion of 24
semester units in
business-related subjects

*may be completed within 180 days of
exam application




EARLY ENTRY

* You can apply for Early Entry
up to 180 days before
graduation

* Within 240 days of application
submission, candidates must
send official transcripts to the
CBA showing all education
requirements have been met

e Early Entry info under
Applicants tab on CBA website




NEW EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS TO
TAKE THE CPA EXAM*

e Conferral of a bachelor's
degree or higher

* Completion of 24 semester
units in accounting
subjects

e Completion of 24 semester
units in business-related
subjects

 Completion of 3 semester
units in ethics

*may be completed within 180 days of
exam application



CURRENT (LEGACY)
EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS
FOR CPA LICENSURE

* |n addition to the bachelor's
degree and the 24/24, you need:

* 20 semester units of
accounting study

e 10 semester units of
ethics study

e Minimum 150 total
semester units



NEW

EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS
FOR CPA LICENSURE

* Requirements for examination
and licensure are identical!

* Bachelor’s degree

e 24 accounting, 24 business, 3
ethics units

* No “additional units” required
* No 150-unit requirement



CURRENT (LEGACY)
EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS FOR
CPA LICENSURE

* One year of general
accounting experience
under an actively licensed
supervisor

e Attest authority requires a
minimum of 500 attest
hours

* Internships and volunteer
work (paid or unpaid)
all count




* Two years of general
accounting experience
under an actively licensed
supervisor

 Attest authority (still)
requires a minimum of
500 attest hours

* Internships and volunteer
work (paid or unpaid)
all count

* Added flexibility

NEW EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS FOR
CPA LICENSURE




Additional
Requirements for
CPA Licensure

* Criminal History
Background
Check

* Fingerprints
submitted through
LiveScan if CA
resident, or
fingerprint card if
living outside of
CA.




WHAT’S BEST FOR ME?
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For more information, visit

www.cba.ca.gov

!l APPLY ONLINE
for a CPA License

www.cba.ca.gov




We're Here to Help!

Email Us:;

X ¥ © (in

Or Contact Us
on Social Media! X & Facebook: @CBANews

Instagram & LinkedIn:
California Board of Accountancy



mailto:Outreach@cba.ca.gov
mailto:Examinfo@cba.ca.gov
mailto:Licensinginfo@cba.ca.gov
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