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The Role of the CBA 

Mission & Vision Statement 

To protect consumers by ensuring only qualified
licensees practice public accountancy in accordance
with established professional standards. 

All consumers are well-informed and receive quality 
accounting services from licensees they can trust. 



 

 

  

What Makes Up the CBA 

Licensees CBA Members Staff 
116,725 Total Licensees 15 Appointed Members ~100 Employees 

6,501 Accounting Firms 8 Public Seats and 7 Professional 

67,426 CPAs (Active) 



 The Value of a CPA License 



 CPA Licensure Requirements 



SURE CPA Project 

CBA Legislative Proposal 

Assembly Bill 1175 

Signed Into Law! 

 

 





 NEW 
REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 
CPA LICENSURE 



 

  

 

 
 

 
 

        
 

CURRENT (LEGACY)
EDUCATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE 
THE CPA EXAM* 

• Conferral of a bachelor's 
degree or higher 

• Completion of 24 
semester units in 
accounting subjects 

• Completion of 24 
semester units in 
business-related subjects 

*may be completed within 180 days of
exam application 



   
   

  
  

 
 

EARLY ENTRY 

• You can apply for Early Entry 
up to 180 days before 
graduation 
• Within 240 days of application 
submission, candidates must 
send official transcripts to the 
CBA showing all education 
requirements have been met 
• Early Entry info under 
Applicants tab on CBA website 



 

 

  
 

  
 

  

       
 

NEW EDUCATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS TO 
TAKE THE CPA EXAM* 

• Conferral of a bachelor's 
degree or higher 

• Completion of 24 semester
units in accounting
subjects 

• Completion of 24 semester
units in business-related 
subjects 

• Completion of 3 semester 
units in ethics 

*may be completed within 180 days of
exam application 



 

  

 

 

 

CURRENT (LEGACY)
EDUCATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CPA LICENSURE 

• In addition to the bachelor's 
degree and the 24/24, you need: 

• 20 semester units of 
accounting study 

• 10 semester units of 
ethics study 

• Minimum 150 total 
semester units 



 

 
 

  

 

NEW 
EDUCATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CPA LICENSURE 

• Requirements for examination 
and licensure are identical! 
• Bachelor’s degree 
• 24 accounting, 24 business, 3 
ethics units 
• No “additional units” required 
• No 150-unit requirement 



  

 

  
  

 

CURRENT (LEGACY) 
EXPERIENCE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CPA LICENSURE 

• One year of general 
accounting experience 
under an actively licensed 
supervisor 

• Attest authority requires a 
minimum of 500 attest 
hours 

• Internships and volunteer 
work (paid or unpaid) 
all count 



  

 

  
  
 

 

NEW EXPERIENCE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CPA LICENSURE 

• Two years of general 
accounting experience 
under an actively licensed 
supervisor 

• Attest authority (still)
requires a minimum of
500 attest hours 

• Internships and volunteer
work (paid or unpaid)
all count 

• Added flexibility 



 

 

 

 

Additional 
Requirements for
CPA Licensure 

• Criminal History 
Background 
Check 

• Fingerprints 
submitted through 
LiveScan if CA 
resident, or 
fingerprint card if 
living outside of 
CA. 



 WHAT’S BEST FOR ME? 



For more information, visit 



We’re Here to Help! 

Email Us: 
Outreach@cba.ca.gov 
Examinfo@cba.ca.gov 

Licensinginfo@cba.ca.gov 

Or Contact Us 
on Social Media! X & Facebook: @CBANews 

Instagram & LinkedIn: 
California Board of Accountancy 
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