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10:00 a.m. - Conclusion of Business 

Location: 
Millennium Biltmore Hotel 
Bernard's Meeting Room 
506 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

ORDER OF ITEMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

OPEN SESSION 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call/Establishment of a Quorum 

2. Welcome - Chairman's Opening Remarks 

• Tribute to Commissioner Frierson 

3. Approval of the July 24, 2018, Commission Meeting Minutes 

4. Review and Possible Action of Petition to Change the Decision for Rommel 
Caballero vs. Erick Rodriguez bout on April 12, 2018, in Indio, CA. 

5. Review and approval of the All Event Officials' Pay Scale 

6. Discussion and Review of Association of Ringside Physicians' Concussion 
Protocol and the California State Athletic Commission's minimum medical 
suspension requirements. 

7. Subcommittees Updates: 
a. Pension Fund Subcommittee (Commissioners Lehman and Ayala) 

8. Executive Officer's Report 
a. Budget Update for the Support Fund, the Neurological Fund, and 

Pension Program 
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b. Report on Pending and Proposed Regulations 
• Examination of Boxer Applicants (Amendment to Title 4, California 

Code of Regulations section 280.) 
c. Status Update of Delegated Entities 

• California Amateur Mixed Martial Arts Organizations (CAMO) 
• USA Boxing (USA Boxing) 
• United States Fight League (USFL) 
• International Kickboxing Federation (IKF) 

d. Update on C3 Logix Sports Concussion Management Program 
e. BoxRec database system update 
f. Fiscal year end summary 
g. Upcoming Event Schedule and discussion regarding event activity 
h. Staffing update 

9. Business and Professions Code section 18640.5 requires the Commission to 
invite stakeholder testimony at Commission meetings in order to identify 
actions that may lead to greater opportunities for licensees to participate in 
major professional boxing contests. 

10. Public Comment on Items Not on The Agenda. 
(The Commission may not discuss or take action on any matter raised during this 
public comment section, except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda 
of a future meeting pursuant to Government Code sections 11 i25 and 11125. l(a)) 

11. Next Meeting Scheduled for December 11, 2018, in Sacramento, CA. 

CLOSED SESSION 

12. The Board will meet in closed session as authorized by Government Code § 
11126(e) (2)(B)(i) to confer with legal counsel regarding possible litigation. 

OPEN SESSION 

13. California State Athletic Commission Strategic Planning Session 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE: The meeting is accessible to the physically disabled. A person who needs disability-related accommodation or 
modification in order to participate in the meeting may make a request by contacting Heather Jackson at (916) 263-2195 or email 
heather.jackson@dca.ca.gov or sending a written request to the California State Athletic Commission, 2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 
2010, Sacramento, CA 95815. Providing your request at least five (5) days before the meeting will help ensure availability of the 
requested accommodation. Requests for further information should be directed to Heather Jackson at the same address and 
telephone number. Meetings of the California State Athletic Commission are open to the public except when specifically noticed 
otherwise in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. The audience will be given appropriate opportunities to comment on any 
issue presented. This meeting will be available for viewing via live webcast. To view the webcast, click the following link and click on 
the Athletic Commission's link on the Calendar. https:llthedcapa_g_e.wordpress.com/webcasts 
Please note - While the Athletic Commission intends to webcast this meeting, it may not be possible to webcast the entire open 
meetin due to limitations on resources. · 
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Members of the Commission 
John Carvelli, Chair Agenda items may be taken out of order the 
Mary Lehman, Vice Chair agenda except public comment. 
John Frierson Action may be taken on any item listed on
Martha Shen-Urquidez 
Van Gordon Sauter 
Vernon Williams, M.D. 
Luis Ayala 

CALIFORNIA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018 

10:00 a.m. - Conclusion of Business 

Location: Teleconference Location: 
------------- ---fhe-Westgate-Hotef-----------------roTDeerRun-Roacf_____ 

1055 Second Avenue, Riviera Room Ketchum, Idaho 83340 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Commissioners Present Staff Present 
Chair John Carvelli Andy Foster, Executive Officer 
Vice Chair Mary Lehman Sophia Cornejo, Assistant Executive Officer 
Commissioner Martha Shen-Urquidez Spencer Walker, Legal Counsel 
Commissioner Vernon \/Yilliams, MD Heather Jackson, Staff 

Commissioners Present via 
Teleconference Commissioners Absent 
Commissioner Van Gordon Sauter Commissioner John Frierson 

Commissioner Luis Ayala 

OPEN SESSION 

Agenda Item 1 - Call the meeting to Order/ Roll Call / Pledge of Allegiance/ 
Establishment of Quorum 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m., Executive Officer (EO) Andy Foster called 
Roll and a quorum was established. 

Agenda Item 2 - Welcome -Chairman's opening remarks 

Chairman John Carvelli welcomed everyone to the meeting and recounted a recent 
stakeholder meeting where all major boxing sanctioning bodies were present and 
cooperative with the Commissions efforts to address severe weight cutting and 
·dehydration in boxing. 
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Agenda Item 3 -Approval of the February 271 2018, Commission Meeting Minutes 

EO Foster presented the February 27, 2018, Commission Meeting minutes for approval. 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez motioned to approve the minutes. 
Vice Chair Lehman seconded the motion. 

No commissioner or public comment. 

The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 

Agenda Item 4 - Approval of the May 81 20181 Commission Meeting Minutes 

EO Foster presented the May 8, 2018, Commission Meeting minutes for approval. 

Vice Chair Lehman motioned to approve the minutes. 
Commissioner Shen-Urquidez seconded the motion. 

No commissioner or public comment. 

The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 

Agenda Item 5 - Discussion and possible action regarding the upcoming 
Association of Boxing Commissions meeting and topics that directly affect 
California including Report on the June 7, 2018, Stakeholder Summit regarding the 
10-point plan expansion to address severe weight cutting in boxing, potential 
update to sanctioning body ratings criteria, and boxing registry update 

EO Foster reported on the stakeholder meeting (Summit) held on June 7, 2018. He stated 
the sanctioning bodies offered their support and willingness to adhere to any changes 
made by the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC). Mr. Foster explained the ABC's 
authority to adopt new ratings criteria affecting championship boxing bouts. This will 
ensure any procedures affect everyone in the country equally. 

Mr. Foster requested the Commissioners consider implementing CSAC's Mixed Martial 
Arts 10-Point Plan (Plan) to Boxing. Mr. Foster explained the positive impact the 10-Point 
Plan has already had in mixed martial arts in California. He stressed this will have a 
similar positive impact in boxing as well. 

According to EO Foster, a 10% body weight cut is very difficult. Yet, there are many 
athletes still cutting 20% of their body weight immediately to a fight. Mr. Foster explained 
drastic weight cutting is extremely. unhealthy and potentially dangerous. 

The intent of CSA C's 10-Point Plan is to get athletes below 10% weight cut. EO Foster 
concluded his explanation by asking the Commissioners to consider leading the country in 
stopping the dangerous practice by adopting the plan. 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez provided background on the rationale for the Commission's 
initial efforts in combating weight cutting in mixed martial arts. Initially, there appeared to 
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be a bigger issue in mixed martial arts because of the lack of weight classes, and because 
many of the athletes come from wrestling where weight cutting is part of the culture. Also, 
the increase in events, and event sizes may have had some influence in the increase in 
extreme weight cutting in MMA. 

In the recent past, according to Commissioner Shen-Urquidez, CSAC ~egan seeing more 
extreme weight-cutting and dehydration in boxing. It's not that it didn't occur at all in 
boxing before. Currently, it appears to be on the rise. 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez stated television networks were invited to the Summit 
because one of the consequences of the ratings plan being introduced at the ABC 
convention is the potential of creating unpredictability in viewership. She acknowledged 
the plan may affect all aspects of the sport and emphasized the necessity to do outreach 
to prevent anyone from being blindsided by its effects. 

Commissioner Williams asked EO Foster to clarify the rationale behind including only the 
championship bouts. EO Foster explained the Muhammad Ali act authorizes the ABC to 
establish ratings criteria for sanctioning bodies to use for championship bouts only. He 
explained to affect positive change in non-championship bouts, either a regulatory change 
would have to be made at the state level in each individual state, or the Muhammad Ali act 
would have to be expanded with a new provision. 

Vice Chair Lehman provided the public with an overview of the 10- Point Plan, detailing 
each item and its effect. She commented, as a former fighter, she knows the best fighters 
always train as if they are going to for the championship. Therefore, she agrees imposing 
these requirements on championship bouts will initiate a trickle-down effect to the 
undercards. 

Chairman Carvelli recognized the Summit as a significant day in the sport of boxing to 
have all five sanctioning bodies appear at the request of the Commission. They were not 
required to attend. He congratulated EO Foster for organizing the Summit. Chairman 
Carvelli emphasized their attendance was important because to make real changes, 
CSAC cannot act unilaterally. CSAC needs to coordinate efforts between many 
organizations. 

EO Foster explained the proposed ratings criteria which will be presented at the ABC 
convention and which was presented at the summit. He further detailed explained the 
issue of severe weight cutting has been discussed by the ABC's Medical Committee. 
They are concerned with the 10% number. 

Chairman Carvelli asked EO Foster if he believes the athletes receiving large purses have 
an advantage over those with less resources. EO Foster stated he does believe money 
has a large influence on an athlete's ability and motivation to be the bigger competitor. He 
further explained they are more likely to accept an overweight fine to ensure an advantage 
over their opponent. 
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CSAC conducted a weight-cut study consisting of 754 boxers. EO Foster presented the 
from this weight study. He reported of the 754 boxers studied, the average weight change 
between weigh-in and fight day was 9.8 pounds, which was 7% of the boxer's body 
weight. He further reported of the 754 studied, 164 boxers gained more than 10% of their 
body weight on fight day, and more than 20 boxers gained more than 14% on fight day. He 
concluded by stating the 10% is an attainable goal for now, but should eventually be 
reduced. 

Commissioner Sauter suggested the Commission consider publishing the weight disparity 
of the athletes. EO Foster and Commissioner Shen-Urquidez agreed and further 
suggested increasing media and social media interaction on this topic. 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez motioned to approve implementation of the applicable 
sections of the 10-Point Plan for Mixed Martial Arts into Boxing; and approve the ratings 
criteria update, which will be voted on at the Association of Boxing Commissions Anmfal 
Conference in Orlando. 

Commissioner Williams seconded the motion. 

Public Comment 

Mr. Roy Englebrecht, CSAC Licensed Promoter, expressed his agreement with this issue 
being addressed, stating he doesn't believe the plan is going far enough. He suggested a 
program where athletes weigh-in at the beginning of the calendar year and are monitored 
on a bi-monthly basis. 

Mr. Patrick Russell, CSAC Licensed Official, applauds the Commission's efforts on the 
weight cutting issue in combat sports. He suggested the primary focus should be on 
education and potential certification; 

Mr. Lorenz Larkin, CSAC Licensed Athlete, echoed the idea of athletes who are making 
more money are less concerned with the financial consequences of missing weight. He 
suggested the consequences be more severe. Chairman Carvelli asked Mr. Larkin to 
describe his experiences with opponents missing weight. Mr. Larkin explained especially 
in the larger televised bouts, the overweight competitor recognizes their opponent is very 
unlikely to decline the fight and this behavior will continue if something doesn't change. 

The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 

Vice Chair Lehman provided suggestions on the Boxer's Application and Physical forms. 

Agenda Item 6 - Report on Gender Equity Task Force (Shen-Urquidez/Lehman) 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez reported the task force is currently in the information 
gathering stage. She presented a report which indicates the difference in the average 
purse amount between male and female competitors in both boxing and mixed martial 
arts. She explained the data is arranged by scheduled rounds, identifying female 
championship boxing is not 12 rounds and therefore included in the 10-round category. 
She confirmed a future report will separate championship boxing into its own category so 
the comparisons are equal. 
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Commissioner Shen-Urquidez reported the task force has been working closely with the 
Contact Sports Foundation which has a subcommittee of its own on gender equity, and is 
currently commissioning a study from the Global Sports Institute. 

Chairman Carvelli asked if the task force has considered addressing safety issues for 
women in combat sports. Commission Shen-Urquidez confirmed several controversial 
issues have been considered, but the primary focus of the task force is currently on pay 
disparity. 

Vice Chair Lehman and Commissioner Williams reviewed other topics the task force 
hopes to address in the future, including investigating the difference the effects of 
dehydration have on female competitors, the relative increased risk in traumatic brain 
injury for females versus males when they are participating in sports with similar rules. 
Vice Chair Lehman announced the task force plans to hold a stakeholder meeting inviting 
the public to express issues and complaints, and gather information and resources. 

EO Foster suggested the task force attempt to identify the various revenue streams in both 
boxing and mixed martial arts. He believes the information will provide a clearer view of 
the actual pay to be considered in the studies. 

Agenda Item 7 - Subcommittee Update: Pension Fund (Lehman/Ayala) 

Vice Chair Lehman provided background on the pension fund, explaining the fund amount 
and the obstacles in paying vested boxers. She reviewed the vesting requirements for the 
pension fund and clarified the Commission's ability to pay boxers their retirement early, in 
special circumstances. 

She urged the public to reach out to the Commission main office to get more information 
about the fund. She concluded her report by requesting EO Foster to add a chart to the 
report which reflects the number of boxers who are vested and eligible for payments that 
have not yet been distributed. Commissioner Shen-Urquidez clarified boxers do not have 
to be a California resident to receive their pension benefits from boxing in California. 

Public Comment 

Mr. Lorenz Larkin, CSAC Licensed Athlete, asked the Commission if they have considered 
implementing a pension fund, like boxing has, for mixed martial arts (MMA). Commissioner 
Shen-Urquidez and Chairman Carvelli confirmed there have been discussions on 
expanding the pension fund to include mixed martial arts, explaining the administrative 
and regulatory effort it takes to achieve such expansion is extensive. 

Agenda Item 9 - Business and Professions Code section 18640.5 requires the 
Commission to invite stakeholder testimony at Commission meetings to identify 
actions that may lead to greater opportunities for licensees to participate in major 
professional boxing contests. 

No stakeholder comments received. 
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Agenda Item 10 - Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 

- Mr. Roy Englebrecht, CSAC Licensed Promoter, requested information regarding 
transgender athletes and the process for applying. Vice Chair Lehman confirmed the 
Commission worked strenuously to implement a licensing and application process for 
transgender athletes. She suggested if the process isn't clear or there are issues, to let the 
Commission know so they can make the necessary changes. 

Agenda Item 8 - Executive Officer's Report 

a. Budget Update for the Support Fund, the Neurological Fund, and Pension 
Program 
EO Foster reported for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017-18, the Commission deposited 
approximately $1,983,000.00 into the Support Fund, $11,089.00 to the Neurological 
Examination Account and $304,886.00 to the Boxer's Pension Fund. He stated as far 
back as the Department's financial history goes, FY 2017-18 was a record high for the 
Commission, with respect to revenue. He explained the Commission's revenue 
structure and how it coincides with its expenditures stating the Commission generates 
approximately 85% of its revenue from event fees. He further explained to have events, 
the Commission must staff those events, incurring expenditures which can fluctuate 
dramatically. 

b. Report on Pending and Proposed Regulations 

• Examination of Boxer Applicants {Amendment to Title 4, California Code of 
Regulations section 280.) 

Assistant Executive Officer, Sophia Cornejo reported the rulemaking package was 
still over at the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) for review, and the last 
update she received from DCA was the package had been routed to the Budget 
Office. 

Vice Chair Lehman stated it's her understanding the package has been under 
review for a year, although the delay is on the front end and her concern is not 
running out oftime at the Office of Administrative Law, she asked if there was a 
way to expedite the review process at the Department level. DCA Legal Counsel, 
Spencer Walker stated the Department had to search for the package which and it 
was found in Mr. Gary Duke's office, at which time Mr. Walker could review it. He 
further explained the reasoning of the package not being approved by legal until 
April 2018, adding the package is now on track and back on schedule. 

c. Status Update of Delegated Entities 

• California Amateur Mixed Martial Arts Organizations (CAMO) 

Mr. JT Steele, President, reported since the last Commission meeting there have 
been no major injuries for review and provided a written report of all suspensions 
issued since that meeting. He also provided the Commissioners with CAMO's most 

https://304,886.00
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recent tax returns, including an internal financial report and stated the CAMO 
reserves are within operating ranges. 

Mr. Steele reported CAMO is in the process of designing a new comprehensive 
drug testing program that includes anabolic steroids. He explained they intend to 
use the laboratory services of Request-A-Test, and will allow for collections by 
CAMO inspectors or Request-A-Test representatives. He mentioned the cost of 
implementing a drug testing program does present some financial obstacles and 
requested some guidance from the Commission and EO Foster to help alleviat~ 
some of those concerns. 

• USA Boxing (USA Boxing) 

Mr. Mike McAtee, Executive Director, reported USA Boxing has concluded their 
2017 independent audit. He stated he will be posting the results of the audit on their 
website and including it in his report for the next Commission meeting. 

He reported USA Boxing is subject to the U.S. Center for SafeSport (USOC) 
requirements tor member education, regulations, and reporting requirements. As 
such, USA Boxing requires all non-athlete members, coaches, officials, and 
administrators and staff, to take USOC's SafeSport Training prior to being approved 
for membership and/or employment. 

In addition to the SafeSport education requirements, he reported USA Boxing has 
also implemented education courses and certifications for coaches. The first of 
which being the HeadsUp training offered through the Center for Disease Control's 
website at no cost. He explained USA Boxing is currently developing a new 
Coach's Education Plan which includes creating educational videos to address 
weight management and nutrition practices. 

Mr. McAtee further reported USA Boxing has passed their strategic plan and 
highlighted their efforts toward female growth in the sport. He explained the focus 
does not end with the female competitors, they are striving to increase female 
participation in boxing coaches, officials, and administrators. He stated the goal is 
to increase female participation by 15% by the year 2020, 22.5% by 2022, and 30% 
by 2024. 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez requested Mr. McAtee provide a status of USA 
Boxing's enhanced. background check procedures and policies. Mr. McAtee 
explained USA Boxing's understanding of their industry, stating Boxing has 
historically been a second path for a lot of individuals with uneasy pasts. He 
continued, to provide support for those individuals USA Boxing overhauled their 
background requirements and implemented criteria for denials, and appeal 
procedures. 

Commissioner Shen-Urquidez inquired about USA Boxing's status of adding weight 
classes for the Olympics. Mr. McAtee responded the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has requested eight male weight classes and five female weight 
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classes. He added the International Boxing Association (AIBA) recently concluded a 
meeting and his impression is AIBA is still working with the IOC to finalize weight 
classes which promote gender neutrality. 

• United States Fight League (USFL) 

Mr. Jon Frank, President, mentioned the materials omitted the number of bouts on 
the June 16, 2018, event, which was 16 bouts. He reported USFL held a total of 91 
bouts within 7 events since the last Commission meeting. He further reported two 
suspensions issued since the last meeting, the first was a 17-year-old who fractured 
their hand during the bout, and the second, a 14-year-old who suffered a fractured 
arm resulting from a takedown. 

Additionally, Mr. Frank reported of the 1294 athletic exposures since their 
delegation in September 2014, USFL has experienced a total of 20 injuries which 
required r:nedical suspensions from competition or training. He announced Dr. 
Adam Brooks is tentatively scheduled to make a presentation before the 
Association of Ringside Physicians' annual conference in October. 

Chairman Carvelli asked Mr. Frank's impression of how the delegation is going . 
. Mr. Frank acknowledged the sport is growing and discussed the various challenges 
of providing appropriate oversight on a sport so new. 

Chairman Carvelli suggested USFL consider increasing their outreach to spotlight 
participants who have graduated to coaches, community leaders, and advanced 
athletes. Mr. David Bramlette, USFL Promoter, suggested the lack of participation 
and positive exposure of the sport may be, in part, a result of the delegation. He 
clarified the tournaments are currently not feasible because of the cost of 
registering with USFL. Mr. Lorenz Larkin, USFL Promoter, echoed Mr. Bramlette's 
concerns regarding the tournament costs and expressed his interest in bringing the 
youth tournaments back to California, adding the youth tournaments allow the 
participants to compete multiple times a day in a safe way. 

• lnfernational Kickboxing Federation (IKF) 

Mr. Steve Fossum, President, was unable to attend the meeting. EO Foster 
presented the Commission with his written report submitted in the meeting 
materials. 

d. Update on C3 Logix Sports Concussion Management Program 
EO Foster reported he and Mr. Frank Carruba from C3 Logix have been working in 
consultation with Dr. Williams to expand the C3 L6gix testing sites which will allow 
athletes more access to take the test. 

He explained the Ultimate Fighting Championship is now implementing C3 Logix into 
their protocol. He added, with the authorization of each tested athlete, he hopes to be 
able to share the results of the Commission's C3 Logix testing with UFC's doctors to 
prevent duplicative testing. 
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He further reported the Commission has testing close to 900 athletes tested and feel 
confident the testing goals will be met. Commissioner Shen-Urquidez asked EO Foster 
if any athlete has been baseline tested for a second time. EO Foster responded there 
have been repeat athletes and the data is available, however neither he nor his staff 
can decipher the information. Commissioner Williams asked EO Foster to clarify 
whether the second tests are baselines or follow-up tests after an event. EO Foster 
responded the tests were secondary baselines. 

e. Upcoming Event Schedule and discussion regarding event activity 
EO Foster presented the Commission with the updated event schedule and directed 
their attention to the September 9, 2018, K2 Promotions event in Inglewood, California, 
at the Forum. Additionally, he directed the Commissioner's to the August 11, 2018, 
Golden Boy event which will be the first ever live streamed world title fight. He 
discussed the significance streaming services have on the industry and how 
consumers are receiving content, adding it is constantly changing. 

f. Staffing update 
EO Foster reported he has requested the creation of two retired annuitant positions to 

. assist inspectors in the field. He further reported he was told by Ms. Nicole Le, Deputy 
Director over Human Resources at the Department of Consumer Affairs, the 
resurrection of the Chief Athletic Inspector classification did not make it on the State 
Personnel Board's agenda for the August meeting. 

Chairman Carvelli expressed disappointment with the process taking as long as it has. 

Agenda Item 10 - Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 

Chairman Carvelli wished Commissioner Williams a happy birthday. 

Mr. James Beers, CSAC Referee Applicant, introduced himself to the Commission and 
gave his background and credentials in the sport. 

Agenda Item 11 - Next Meeting Scheduled for October 2, 2018, in Los Angeles, CA 

The next meeting is scheduled for October 2, 2018, in Los Angeles, CA. 

Agenda Item 12 - ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting Adjourned. 
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MEMORANDUM 
DATE October 2, 2018 

TO Commissioners 
California State Athletic Commission 

FROM Andy Foster, Executive Officer 
California State Athletic Commission, 

SUBJECT 
Agenda Item #4 - Review and Possible Action of Petition to 
Change the Decision for Rommel Caballero vs. Erick Rodriguez 
bout on April 12, 2018, in Indio, CA 

BACKGROUND 
On April 13, 2018, the Commission received a formal petition to change a decision from 
Robert Diaz on behalf of Golden Boy Promotions and Rommel Caballero. The bout 
occurred at Fantasy Sprints Casino on April 12, 2018, and ended in a draw due to an 
accidental head butt which resulted in an injury Erik Rodriguez's eye. 

APPEAL DETAIL SUMMARY 
Mr. Diaz on behalf of Mr. Caballero, claims that during the bout, there was an accidental 
head butt which resulted in a cut on Mt. Rodriguez. He claims the doctor examined Mr. 
Rodriguez and determined that the cut and injury were minor and allowed the bout to 
continue. He further claims Mr. Rodriguez refused to continue, and the bout should have 
resulted in a TKO for Mr. Caballero. 

Mr. Diaz provided video footage of the bout and the Commission also received written 
statements from Wayne Heqgpeth, the referee, and Roger Chapa, the CSAC Inspector 
assigned to Mr. Rodriguez's corner. These statements are attached for your review. 
Commission staff will also play the video footage provided by Mr. Diaz. 

mailto:csac@dca.ca.gov
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PETITION FOR CHANGE OF DECISION UNDER 4 CCR § 368 
This request is to be forwarded to the Commission office at 2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010, 
Sacramento, California 95815 or via email at csac@dca.ca.gov and must be received by the office 
within five ( 5) days of the decision per 4 CCR § 3681• This form is recommended but optional. The 
only requirements are that the petition be in writing and timely delivered to the Commission. 

Petitioner Name: Roberto Diaz on behalf of Golden Boy Promotions and Boxer Rommel 
Caballero 

Petitioner Address: 626 Wilshire Blvd, Ste 3501 Los Angeles, CA 
90017 

Telephone Number:_:____ 

Emai Address 

Date of Decision/ Bout: April 12, 2018 Bout Results: Draw 

Manager Name: Marcos Caballeros 

Under which subsection(s) of 4 CCR§ 368 are you requesting a change of decision (please check 
all that apply): 

X (a) There was collusion affecting the result of the co~test; 

D (b} The compilation of the scorecard ofthe judges, and the referee when used as a judge, 
shows an error which would mean that the decision was given to the wrong boxer; 

D (c) There was a violation of the laws or rules and regulations governing boxing which affected 
the result of the contest. 

If requesting a change of decision under subsections (a) or (b), please explain in detail the facts 
showing you qualify for a change of decision under that section (attach additional sheets if 
necessary). Please also attach to this form any further factual support in support of your position. 

BOUT WAS RULED A DRAW, DUE TO AN ACCIDENTAL HEAD BUTT WHICH RESULTED IN A CUT ON 
THE OPPONENT. DOCTOR EXAMINED OPPONENT/ ERIC RODRIGUEZ. DOCTOR DETERMINE THAT 
THE CUT AND INJURY WERE MINOR AND ALLOWED THE BOUT TO CONTINUE. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

1 Note that 4 CCR 368, subd. (e), allows the Commission, on a vote of at least a majority of the commissioners 
present, to hold a hearing to change a decision at any time. 
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REFUSED TO CONTINUE. IT IS FOR THESE FACTS AND REASON THAT GBP ON BEHALF OF 
ROMMEL CABALLERO 

RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE DECISION BE OVER TURNED AND RULED A TKO IN FAVOR 
OF ROMMEi CABALLERO 

If requesting a change of decision under subsection (c), please answer the following questions and 
also attach to this form any further factual information in support of your position: 

What Laws, Rules or Regulations governing boxing were violated in your bout? NO 
VIOLATIONS OF ANY SPECIFIC RULES. CHANGE OF DECISION BASED OF THE 
FACTS THAT DOCTOR ALLOWED BOXER ERIC RODRIGUEZ TO CONTINUE AND 
ERIC RODRIGUEZ REFUSED TO CONTINUE 

How did the violation of those Laws, Rules or Regulations affect the result of your bout? 

THE CIRCUMSTANCE AND FACTS WHERE DOCTOR ALLOWED BOXER TO CONTINUE AND 
BOXER ERIC RODIRIGUEZ REFUSED TO CONTINUE SHOULD OF RESULTED IN A TKO 
FOR ROMMEL CABALLERO AND IN FACT WAS ERRONEOSL Y RULED A DRAW. BECAUSE 
OF THESE FACTS, GBP RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE RESULT OF THIS BOUT BE 
CHANGED TO A TKO IN FAVOR ROMMEL CABALLERO 

Page 2 of 2 



Will you require the services of an interpreter at a hearing if one is scheduled? DYes* XNo 
*If yes, please state what language: 

Are you relying on any videos, photos or other multi-media in support of your position? 

DYes* XNo 

*If yes, please attach and/or otherwise send videos/photos or other multi-media to the Commission 
along 
with this form. 

No new videos/photos or multi-media [or ther evidence] will be allowed, absent extraordinary 
is submitted beforehand to the Commission. 

July 61 2018 
Date i 

circumstan es, at the hearing unle 

Page 2 of2 
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DATE NAME OF EVENT LOCATION 

04/12/18 Golden Boy Promotions Fantasy Springs Casino-84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio, CA 92201I I 
BOUT#6 

Judge (White) 

Pat Russell 

Net 
Points 

Name 

Rommel Cabat!ero 

Points 

Oeduo:ed 

Name 

Eric Rodriguez 

Rolinti 

·1 

?f~r-~-SJ)Q}: 
·to:lzff --+·. ·. .... ·········· ~-·A.·4. G'~······················· 
. .•. . ....... \l .............. ! ........ 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

< Total Total > 
Net Points Net Points 

NameName 

Rommel Caba!iero Erle Rodriguez 

{iouiid 

·Paints 
Pbi~ts :_· :-·_.1 -~~t _ 

.P:~1:foct~d- · -1 ·Ptiitrt:s-'. 

Rommel Caballero 

N'~.t , : ;>oln~ 
?i,Jnts ····) .. o~t!Ucted 

1.·· 

Rcurtd 

Pofnu Rotind 

1 

Eric Rodriguez 

~uw:od Pofn~s 

Po!i1U. : O!:!ducte-d 

:Nd 

Polnt!i 

y--·
r1r··· · 

,-~~~"2 
.~ 

9~ 

--f- ; . I : . - --
, t '·.) I 3 I·~~··147 1~ 

5 5 

6 6 

7 7
I · · I- · ·· - ··•············-··········-·························• 

8 

' -L l:.••9 
,______,l ._.____J___.~:.~{Jo .. -1--•--

9 

.10 

11 11 

12 

< Total Total > < Total Total > 

Net Points Net Points Net Points Net Points 

Remarks: \<.fz:-i;="~~~~ '$~0~~)~ c.e::,,-1,'T\Z. ~ ~ \----~~\,' 

~<...<- vc;::>~ '- µ ~Av'"6 U\ e-AIJ$.ul~ \1J:J;u?~ \0. ?<>v"L.J.Guz_'c_ 
Results: \vz..C,..\~ v<?._A-.-0 

W ~ t---lft-... . ~!t-S>b"l'L:?~ 
Refei:e;;Wame Wayne Hedgepeth 

yz:.'-(~ -a ~L '$\~ 

https://e-AIJ$.ul
mailto:l\IA.S'I:ER�:Si@(JRE>:SHEET�
mailto:csac@dca.ca.gov
www.dca.ca.gov/csac


OFFICE IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY MAILING ADDRESS 
31 82 CLAY AVE.1350 COLUMBIA STREET ROGELIO M. CHAPA 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92 1 1 3 SUITE 703 
rogelio@lawchapa.comSAN DIEGO, CA 92101 

"By APPOINTMENT ONLY TEL: 61 9.630.091 1 
FAX'. 61 9.530.0030 

August 20, 2018 

California State Athletic Commission 
2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 
Sacramento, CA 95815 

Re: Statement regarding the contest Rommel Caballero vs Eric Rodriguez 
Date of Fight: April 12, 2018 

Honorable Commissioners: 

On August 20, 2018, I was contacted by Ms. Sophia Cornejo regarding the events of the 
stoppage for the fight of Rommel Caballero vs Eric Rodriguez. I was the assigned inspector for. 
that fight. I do have a good recollection of the events of the night. I recall the bout was the 
swing bout and last fight of the night. Also, with what transp~red with the stoppage, this contest 
was discussed by the officials at the end of the nig~1t. Ms. Cornejo requested that I prepare a 
statement to submit to the Commission. 

What I recall was that it was a competitive spirited fight. Half way through the first 
round Mr. Rodriguez sustained a cut to his eye brow on his left eye. It is my custom before 
every fight that I ain assigned to instruct each and every cut man that if their fighter is cut and 
they wish to apply medication to stop the bleeding (I do recall being shown Adrenaline by the 
cut mai1 in the back room), they are to notify me in the corner so I can see the application of the 
medication to the gauze.· 1n this instance, the cut man did notify me and I observed him: apply 
the Adrenaline to the gauze. I do recall there being a large amount of blood in the left eye area 
of :tv1r. Rodriguez. With any cuts my first concern is to check on the size of the laceration. I do 
this so I can infom1 the referee of the severity of the cut when he comes to check on the fighter 
after they collect the scoring cards at the end of the round. Once the cut was cleaned and 
pressure was applied I could see that the cut dicl not appear to be of substantial size. I informed 
the referee of the size of the cut and that the bleeding seemed to be under control. I then heard 
Mr. Rodriguez say to his corner in Spanish "no puedo ver" (I can't see). Concerned that he may 
have an injury to the eye I proceeded to inform the referee of the fighter's condition and inability 
to s·ee. The referee examined the fighter. His corner pled with the referee that it was a little cut 
and not to stop the fight. After the examination of the fighter, the referee turned around and 
proceed to walk to the commission table on the other side of the ring. The fighter contim1ed to 
tell his comer that he could not see. It was at this time the cut man said that he wanted to stop 
the fight. I heard this and in Spanish I made a verbal statement to Mr. Rodriguez directly to see 

MEMBER OF NEW JERSEY STATE BAR & EOIR (IMMIGRATION COURT) 
PRACTICE LIMITED TO FEDERAL IMMIGRATION LAW 
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California State Athletic Commission 
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if he wanted to stop the fight. He agreed \Vith his corner and again said he cmmot see. 1 
confirmed his response again and then went to grab the referee who stopped off the contest. 

Once the referee stopped the fight. ivfr. Rodriguez nor his corner never contest the 
stoppage of the fight. They did protest that a head butt caused the cut. Their only concern was if 
the fight \Vould encl in a draw or TKO. They were asking me if I knew \Vhat the outcome would 
be. I told them that was the referee's decision. It was ultimately declared a draw. 

Should you have any other questions. please to clot hesitate to contact me directly. My 
cell phone number is 

Rogelio M. Chapa, Esq. 
CSAC Athletic Inspector 



September 10, 2018 

Ms. Sophia Cornejo, 
Assistant Executive Officer 
California State Athletic Commission 

Re: Notice of Hearing-Rommel Caballero vs. Eric Rodriguez 

Dear Ms. Cornejo: 

I am writing in response to the recent letter I received from your office dated August 28, 2018 
regarding the above referenced notice of hearing. The boxing match between Rommel Caballero 
vs. Eric Rodriguez was held on April 12, 2018 at Fantasy Springs Casino in Indio, California. 

I ·recall that the bout was ruled a "technical draw" due to the occurrence of an accidental head 
butt which as memory serves me occurred in the second round of a scheduled four round bout. 
The fight was held in association with ABC rules of boxing adopted by California Code of 
Regulations-Chapter 1, professional boxing rules. The specific boxing rule governing this bout is 
reference number 339-Unintentional Fouling: 

(a) When a bout is interrupted due to an injury caused by an unintentional foul, the referee in 
consultation with the ringside physician shall determine whether the boxer who has been 
fouled can continue or not. If the referee sees, or if after consultation with the judges, 
determines that a boxer is unintentionally fouled and if the boxer's chance of winning has 
not been seriously jeopardized as a result of a foul, the referee may order the bout continued 
after a reasonable interval. 

It is my recollection that boxer Eric Rodriguez sustained a severe cut to his left eye due to an 
accidental clash of heads with boxer Rommel Caballero. I observed the head butt that resulted in 
cut to the eye and announced that it was due to an accidental head butt, blood from the injury ' 
appeared to stream into the eye ofMr. Rodriguez appearing to obstruct his vision. Rodriguez in 
response to the blood flow into his eye attempted to wipe the blood away using his boxing 
glove. As the round ended, I summoned the doctor to come into the ring to examine the cut and 
the flow of blood into the boxer's eye. As the doctor and I approached the comer ofRodriguez 
we observed the boxers cut man applying pressure on the cut to suppress the bleeding, which 
seemed to be under control. The ringside doctor examined the cut and spoke with the boxers 
comer men and subsequently indicated that the fighter could continue: 

After that moment, the doctor and I walked across the ring towards the exit, the doctor left the 
ring and suddenly the inspector from CSAC called my name to get my attention and infom1 me 
that boxer Rodriguez complained that he had difficulty seeing out of his eye. Subsequently, I 
returned back to the corner ofMr. Rodriguez and his comer men reiterated that Rodriguez was 
unable to see out of his eye where the cut occurred. Subsequently, I asked boxer Rodriguez if 
he was able to continue boxing and he replied no, at that point I made the decision to stop the 
fight by waving my arms above my head and proceeded to inform Mr. Mark Relyea as to the 



reason I stopped the fight. I informed Mark the fight result should be ruled a "technical draw" 
due to the accidental head butt, and resulting injury also the fact the fight had not reached the 
beginning of the fourth round. 

Part (b) of CA boxing rule #339 states the following: if the referee and/or ringside physician 
determine that the bout may not continue because of an injury suffered as the result of an 
unintentional foul or because of an injury inflicted by an unintentional foul which later becomes 
aggravated by fair blows, the bout must be declared a draw if the bout is stopped before the 
bell rings to begin the fourth round. After the bell rings to begin the fourth round, the outcome 
shall be detennined by scoring the completed rounds and the round during which the referee or 
ringside physician stopped the bout. 

CA Boxing rule # 345: States the referee shall have the power to stop a contest at any stage if 
he or she considers it too one-sided, or if either contestant is in such condition that to continue 
might subject him or her to serious injury, and in either case to render a decision in the manner 
prescribed by Rule 339. Further, regardless of any examination by the ringside physician, if a 
boxer unequivocally manifests the intent to stop fighting, the referee shall immediately stop the 
contest. 

As a referee in boxing part of my primary responsibilities is to ensure the safety of each boxer 
and make certain he or she has not taken unnecessary and/or excessive damage during the 
course of a fight that could lead to serious physical body and brain damage. Again my concern, 
during the above referenced fight was the serious cut and my observation of the subsequent 
blood flow into the eye of Mr. Rodriguez. It is not my call to challenge whether or not the 
injured boxer could or couldn't see out of his eye. At the time of the ringside physician's brief 
examination the boxer didn't complain of not being able to see out of his eye, perhaps he was 
preoccupied with his cut man stopping the flow of blood. The immediate focus of the doctor at 
the time was the severity of the cut, and stoppage of bleeding. 

I wish to infonn the commission that I do not plan to attend the hearing scheduled for October 2, 
2018. In regards to the petition for change of decision under 4 CCR -368 to I defer that decision 
to CSAC upon review of and consideration of the afo:·ementioned report herein submitted. · 

C. Mr. John Carvelli, Chainnen 
California State Athletic Commission 

Mr. Andy Foster, Executive Officer 
California State Athletic Commission 
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August 28, 2018 

Rogelio Chapa 

,?·:•-:,/ 

, ___ --- -'-''--"-~-:·,.. __._,:;__,___ i_:. - .;':~ ::-/::-i . 
RE: NOTICE OF HEARING - ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

Dear Mr. Chapa: 

•-~JhelQqJjfqrni2r'pta.te Ath,LeJi9J),ommission (Com111ission) hc1s received a request to 
- i -- c:1pp~alth,efesJJJbcif;~-b6iJ_Lwhiqh.occurred On April 12, 2018, between Mr. Rommel 

_ _____ . /:Galtall~to,$nd:Mr:J3:1'i9;Rdotig~§Z at the Fantasy Springs Casino fn indio,·caiiforriia, 
- .• ,,.-, ( ~;<:'-'•- Th'e~QomOiiS§iortwHI 9earjthJs item at its next scheduled meeting where you are 

>weJcbmeto' appear;-~bowe·ver itisl not mandatory. We will email wrltten materials and 
\eyideos-of th<?~bout-Jqryou to.rtwl~w. You may submit written materials or videos to the 

<, '" -,: Oom'missiO_n n·cy 19tet ,tban)4\l;Jvsjness days before the hearing. Absent extraorclinary 
, -- --- ,_ - ,cir.c1,,1mstc:1r\Ges, norJewiwtittE}n 111i:lterials ·Or vidEios will pe aqcepted c1t the, c1ctqql 

i!P!i\!!1~~t11!iif!ia~~~ti0~~!:~:t~l1l!l~t;!,ij~j~~ritatfffB1¼A 

Meeting Tim~: 1Q:bo a.Iii. 
- r· 
Plfc!.~~pqt1t?¢t the Qbrnrni,s?iph _vi~ er111ail c1t :S~.:t< 
(91$.) :263-,21$5JQ cphfirm ybllr a.tt~ndance affnts. 

Sincerely, (';-- (\ : ,, 

Iii_.. --_,t--6,_--_ - v©hM:aJ_---v 
. •· .. ·.·. l\ 8}so!Jiii?Ct:o 

□' 
□Assistant Executive Officer 

California State Athletic Commission □ 

cQ 
~ 

Extra: Services. & Fees /c/Jeck bo.<, adc/ f•• as appropriate)

'8~:t;;t~:i::tt:.ti) :~·----
Ocertl_flec!MallRastrlctedDellvery i-~~ 
□ Adult Signature Required $ ---'--'--
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Here 
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August 28, 2018 

Wayne Hedgpeth 

RE: NOTICf OF HEARING - ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

Dear Mr. Hedgpeth: 

<>>:The :e:;alifornia St13.te Ath.letic \lommiss·ion (Commission) has received a request to 
- -· , . .. appe~Lth..Ette.$!1.lt::Ohiib9Utwhioh occurre.dori AprH 12, 2018, be{Ween Mr. ·Rqrnmel 

/ f};Qab.,alletoJmcliMtrJ;ri9f_oodgµ~;z at the Fant.asy Springs Casirio ·in Indio, Cc:1iiforr,ia. 
.· /."' :;~-c·.0JliEfiGort11rrl.sBiort:will pear:Jhjs item at its next schedlJled meeting .where you are 

·••. '-.<~··/ ~~rwel.comEtictf;lpf:>.iaaJ,choweVer Jtds' n.0t manc:lc1tory. We will emaiJ writte.n mate.rials and 
. < .".:'.~F~·yide.o:s.,oUhetbdutfocy.6CtJo.review. You· may submit written mate.ri;:11s or videos to the 

··:"·~ ~~.. ::r:;< 0.om'missio_p rip:!9t~rJhan J:MbusJnesS days before.the hearing. Absent e.xtrc19rdina:ry 
.. './2; . dr¢µmstance&,·.no .liew:written rnatElrials or videos wiU be accepted at the actwal

.··•·.·. ~il\!i(t:Uii~1!All~'tlf%i~~Ar~r~~litlfillt~:1i$}[fK~~ffijfJi t 
·M·••.·.·;e,.,.. r .. .,•. ·. ·1?.~~0$yi:swt.e:9·@r2/:j61s .. 
·®;;1t~::~ij~iw~?fllt!i~f.ifj{ll~jijl,.•~.$i.tjt~@.~~D·.~~gm .. 

Meeti)ig Thh~: · . 1O:ob a.rn. 
Please cbhtact the Goiiihiission.via e.:mail it csJ 

.-.:: "'· ·.< :··. ·' ·.. ·,·•.; ............. ·· ..• . .' •·: ·····•·, •·'·. ·. :·.. ··:.•' ··'.-: ·.·.,.·.•··.<··.··• ~ 
(916) 2El3;,21. 95 to ·co'hfirm your ?ttendah.ce at thi)·. : . ' . ,. . - ., . . - •, j 

'SihCti~i ; /"' . . 
~~,Wi~Ds~phi:~ ·coniejo · · ·: 
Assistant Executive Officer . 
California State Athletic Commission 

$ .. · • ' ..,.......... ,. " 
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CALIFORNIA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION 
2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 I Sacramento, CA 95815 
Phone:(916) 263-21'95 I Fax:(916) 263-2197 
Website: www.dca.ca.gov/csacl Email:csac@dca.ca.qov 

August 28, 2018 

Rommel Caballero 

.- ,. ' . :-, 

•···•}•••·•.·,:,(}i.t2/_.j_ _~ .C__··-~i:,·c.J 
RE: NOTICE OF HEARING - ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

Dear Mr. Caballero: 

~ 
.: :_)tiEbe;Q9JiJ9r1Jia $tate Athletic Qommission (Commission) has received c:1 reque$t to 

c:: app_~~tt~.e;restJlt•pf;cnbQutMrhi~li)f~curred on April .12, 2018, between.you and Mr. Eric 
'. \:L. ,/f\qaJiguez?a}dhe-::.i::antasy~Spti'fig~;,(laslno in Indio, Cal1forn1a. The Commission w)II hear ·. 

;:this:;;iterriJ:1tJts_inJ~X.b$Qh~dql~d'.!u~:e\ing vyhere you are welcome to appear, however it is -
r1btm.Q.IJQSto.ry;J/Ve'\,vil,l-:.em}1it~writt$.P mc1terials and video~ of the bout for yo!J to review.' 

1:YQ.u rha.-Y',:~l.lbmitWJitt~m,,m'.aterials or videos to the Commission no later than 14 
''.''busine.~~c:-<;1c1y~;;befQr,e}he>hearirfg;;£\bse11t extr'c;:1ordinary·circumstances, no new written 
"'ITlr,:llE~tial$~.c;:irv.id~OSaWlll;;pE:f'i3,CQE;lpteq at the actual heclring. If you need.a trnnslc;:1tor, one 

· _-:_ willJfo.ptcivided ,le1¢pHo,n\p~i_iy,jree of charge. :A 'translator, including the tanguage 
- · -n~.ep~U. :rnus_t .b~_feqµ~st~d .no fatE?r than 14 d.ays b~fore the scheduled hearing·. Th~ 

ni~~t!n§ .d.~t~u$ pr~ ~~·follqvy$,: . 

Meehhg:Tith~; .··tlJ~'t,q~>i.<fotob~l2f'4bJs' 
- .;~1~1)ijg~i~i,~1,,ll!it~~ill~~ltfR,;fi1 "Htt~l~\ir~.~h :~&Pm. 

. Lds'Ahaeles \QA,90071·. :-, <-., ... '.-,:_...._.~. ·-.--~.: \·_.-1 ;-.:_, - · .. -! -·· 

M'eetinfthne: fo:Oo i.fn.: 
.. 

P.1~~-~~- 9opt9.9..ttti·e 09tnrni~~ipn Vi? ~7maitqt P~?{ 
(91 q)46$;.?195 .to co.nfinri ydµr att~ndance at thi~ .. . .. •. . ....·. . . . 1 

Sihcerely ... · · . · 

~o~,~ r9 
I:;! . 
t:JAssistant Executive Officer CJ 

California State Athletic Commission 
D 
co 
...a 
0 

8
CO 

["-

Ceftlfied Mall Fee · 
$ 
'2J<.\(il §.~ryiq~s .&. f,e~s ,(ch"!'kb.ox, sctd tee as appropriate)
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[)Adult Signature Required $ ____:_ 

DAc\UI) Slgnatum Res\rlcted Delivery $ 

Postage 
. 

r-$~--'-----'---'-----'l
Total Postage.and Fees 
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, · ·-·-· Rommel Caballero -----------------------------------------------­

'I 
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CALIFORNIA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION 
2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 I Sacramento, CA 95815 
Pho'ne:(916) 263-2195 I Fax:(916) 263-2197 
Website: www.dca.ca.gov/csacl Email:csac@dca.ca.gov 

August 28, 2018 

Jeff Roberts 

RE: NOTICE OF HEARING - ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

Dear Dr. Roberts: 

;·:)[he_5G.aliforoic;:1J,tate AtbJ.E;ticJ~ommission (Commis$ion) has received a request to 
.. c;lpp~~hJqe~JE;~tult,of"~i::bot1Jwhi9h occurred on April 12, 2018, between Mr. Rommel 

c:;JJagillf#tS:t:J'.:ind :MtiiE=ti<tRodtigtiez at the Fantasy Springs Casino in Inclio, California._ 

.· . _· ., _.__ -_ •• 
, ·, ·~"Ihf:C_ommis::;i,ori;.»rill l:;J.!3s1r;Jbjs item at its next scheduled meeting where you are 
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Aogre Gue_rr~rn _ 

ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
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Roberto Diaz 
Gqlcl~n SfY P[QlllOtiqns 

RE: NOTICE OF HEARING '.""" ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

Dear Mr. Diaz: 
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Eric RodriQuez 

RE: NOTICE OF HEARING - ROMMEL CABALLERO VS .. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 

Dear Mr. Rodriguez: 
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Cornejo, Sophia@DCA 

From: Cornejo, Sophia@DCA 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 9:58 AM 
To: 
Cc: ' 
Subject: Notice of Hearing - Rommel Caballero vs Eric Rodriguez SECOND NOTICE 
Attachments: PCD.Caballero.pdf 

Importance: High 

You are receiving this notice via email because the notice that was mailed to the address on file was 
returned by the post office. 

Dear Mr. Rodriguez: 

The California State Athletic Commission (Commission) has received a request to appeal the result of a bout 
which occurred on April 12, 2018, between you and Mr. Rommel Caballero at the Fantasy Springs Casino in 
Indio, California. The Commission will hear this item at its next scheduled meeting where you are welcome to 
appear, however it is not mandatory. Attached for your review-is the Petition for Change of Decision 
submitted by Robert Diaz on behalf of Golden Boy Promotions and Boxer Rommel Caballero. You may 
submit written materials or videos to the Commission no later than 14 business days· before the hearing. 
Absent extraordinary circumstances, no new written materials or videos will be accepted at the actual hearing. 
If you need a translator, one will be provided telephonically, free of charge. A translator, including the language 
needed, must be requested no later than 14 days before the scheduled hearing. The meeting details are as 
follows: 

Meeting Time: Tuesday, October 2, 2018 

Meeting Location: Millennium Biltmore Hotel - Bernard's Meeting Room 
506 S Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Please contact the Commission via e-mail at csac@dca.ca.gov or by telephone at (916) 263-2195 to confirm 
your attendance at this Commission meeting. 

Thank you. 

Sophia Cornejo 
Assistant Executive Officer 
California State Athletic Commission 
2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 
Sacramento. CA 95815 . 

F: 916-263-2197 

1 
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CONFIDENTIALl1Y NOTICE: This communication, with Its contents, may contain confidential and/or legally privileged Information. It is solely for the use of the 
intended reclpient(s). Unauthorized Interception, review, use, or disclosure Is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic communications 
Privacy Act. If you are not the Intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication. 
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	The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m., Executive Officer (EO) Andy Foster called Roll and a quorum was established. 
	Agenda Item 2 -Welcome -Chairman's opening remarks 
	Chairman John Carvelli welcomed everyone to the meeting and recounted a recent stakeholder meeting where all major boxing sanctioning bodies were present and cooperative with the Commissions efforts to address severe weight cutting and 
	·dehydration in boxing. 
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	Agenda Item 3 -Approval of the February 272018, Commission Meeting Minutes 
	EO Foster presented the February 27, 2018, Commission Meeting minutes for approval. 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez motioned to approve the minutes. Vice Chair Lehman seconded the motion. 
	No commissioner or public comment. 
	The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 
	Agenda Item 4 -Approval of the May 82018Commission Meeting Minutes EO Foster presented the May 8, 2018, Commission Meeting minutes for approval. 
	Vice Chair Lehman motioned to approve the minutes. Commissioner Shen-Urquidez seconded the motion. 
	No commissioner or public comment. 
	The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 
	Agenda Item 5 -Discussion and possible action regarding the upcoming Association of Boxing Commissions meeting and topics that directly affect California including Report on the June 7, 2018, Stakeholder Summit regarding the 10-point plan expansion to address severe weight cutting in boxing, potential update to sanctioning body ratings criteria, and boxing registry update 
	EO Foster reported on the stakeholder meeting (Summit) held on June 7, 2018. He stated the sanctioning bodies offered their support and willingness to adhere to any changes made by the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC). Mr. Foster explained the ABC's authority to adopt new ratings criteria affecting championship boxing bouts. This will ensure any procedures affect everyone in the country equally. 
	Mr. Foster requested the Commissioners consider implementing CSAC's Mixed Martial Arts 10-Point Plan (Plan) to Boxing. Mr. Foster explained the positive impact the 10-Point Plan has already had in mixed martial arts in California. He stressed this will have a similar positive impact in boxing as well. 
	According to EO Foster, a 10% body weight cut is very difficult. Yet, there are many athletes still cutting 20% of their body weight immediately to a fight. Mr. Foster explained drastic weight cutting is extremely. unhealthy and potentially dangerous. 
	The intent of CSA C's 10-Point Plan is to get athletes below 10% weight cut. EO Foster concluded his explanation by asking the Commissioners to consider leading the country in stopping the dangerous practice by adopting the plan. 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez provided background on the rationale for the Commission's initial efforts in combating weight cutting in mixed martial arts. Initially, there appeared to 
	be a bigger issue in mixed martial arts because of the lack of weight classes, and because many of the athletes come from wrestling where weight cutting is part of the culture. Also, the increase in events, and event sizes may have had some influence in the increase in extreme weight cutting in MMA. 
	In the recent past, according to Commissioner Shen-Urquidez, CSAC ~egan seeing more extreme weight-cutting and dehydration in boxing. It's not that it didn't occur at all in boxing before. Currently, it appears to be on the rise. 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez stated television networks were invited to the Summit because one of the consequences of the ratings plan being introduced at the ABC convention is the potential of creating unpredictability in viewership. She acknowledged the plan may affect all aspects of the sport and emphasized the necessity to do outreach to prevent anyone from being blindsided by its effects. 
	Commissioner Williams asked EO Foster to clarify the rationale behind including only the championship bouts. EO Foster explained the Muhammad Ali act authorizes the ABC to establish ratings criteria for sanctioning bodies to use for championship bouts only. He explained to affect positive change in non-championship bouts, either a regulatory change would have to be made at the state level in each individual state, or the Muhammad Ali act would have to be expanded with a new provision. 
	Vice Chair Lehman provided the public with an overview of the 10-Point Plan, detailing each item and its effect. She commented, as a former fighter, she knows the best fighters always train as if they are going to for the championship. Therefore, she agrees imposing these requirements on championship bouts will initiate a trickle-down effect to the undercards. 
	Chairman Carvelli recognized the Summit as a significant day in the sport of boxing to have all five sanctioning bodies appear at the request of the Commission. They were not 
	required to attend. He congratulated EO Foster for organizing the Summit. Chairman Carvelli emphasized their attendance was important because to make real changes, CSAC cannot act unilaterally. CSAC needs to coordinate efforts between many organizations. 
	EO Foster explained the proposed ratings criteria which will be presented at the ABC convention and which was presented at the summit. He further detailed explained the issue of severe weight cutting has been discussed by the ABC's Medical Committee. They are concerned with the 10% number. 
	Chairman Carvelli asked EO Foster if he believes the athletes receiving large purses have an advantage over those with less resources. EO Foster stated he does believe money has a large influence on an athlete's ability and motivation to be the bigger competitor. He further explained they are more likely to accept an overweight fine to ensure an advantage over their opponent. 
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	CSAC conducted a weight-cut study consisting of 754 boxers. EO Foster presented the from this weight study. He reported of the 754 boxers studied, the average weight change between weigh-in and fight day was 9.8 pounds, which was 7% of the boxer's body weight. He further reported of the 754 studied, 164 boxers gained more than 10% of their body weight on fight day, and more than 20 boxers gained more than 14% on fight day. He concluded by stating the 10% is an attainable goal for now, but should eventually 
	Commissioner Sauter suggested the Commission consider publishing the weight disparity of the athletes. EO Foster and Commissioner Shen-Urquidez agreed and further suggested increasing media and social media interaction on this topic. 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez motioned to approve implementation of the applicable sections of the 10-Point Plan for Mixed Martial Arts into Boxing; and approve the ratings criteria update, which will be voted on at the Association of Boxing Commissions Anmfal 
	Conference in Orlando. 
	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion. 
	Public Comment 
	Mr. Roy Englebrecht, CSAC Licensed Promoter, expressed his agreement with this issue being addressed, stating he doesn't believe the plan is going far enough. He suggested a program where athletes weigh-in at the beginning of the calendar year and are monitored on a bi-monthly basis. 
	Mr. Patrick Russell, CSAC Licensed Official, applauds the Commission's efforts on the weight cutting issue in combat sports. He suggested the primary focus should be on education and potential certification; 
	Mr. Lorenz Larkin, CSAC Licensed Athlete, echoed the idea of athletes who are making more money are less concerned with the financial consequences of missing weight. He suggested the consequences be more severe. Chairman Carvelli asked Mr. Larkin to describe his experiences with opponents missing weight. Mr. Larkin explained especially 
	in the larger televised bouts, the overweight competitor recognizes their opponent is very 
	unlikely to decline the fight and this behavior will continue if something doesn't change. 
	The motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 
	Vice Chair Lehman provided suggestions on the Boxer's Application and Physical forms. 
	Agenda Item 6 -Report on Gender Equity Task Force (Shen-Urquidez/Lehman) 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez reported the task force is currently in the information 
	gathering stage. She presented a report which indicates the difference in the average 
	purse amount between male and female competitors in both boxing and mixed martial 
	arts. She explained the data is arranged by scheduled rounds, identifying female 
	championship boxing is not 12 rounds and therefore included in the 10-round category. 
	She confirmed a future report will separate championship boxing into its own category so 
	the comparisons are equal. 
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	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez reported the task force has been working closely with the Contact Sports Foundation which has a subcommittee of its own on gender equity, and is currently commissioning a study from the Global Sports Institute. 
	Chairman Carvelli asked if the task force has considered addressing safety issues for women in combat sports. Commission Shen-Urquidez confirmed several controversial issues have been considered, but the primary focus of the task force is currently on pay disparity. 
	Vice Chair Lehman and Commissioner Williams reviewed other topics the task force hopes to address in the future, including investigating the difference the effects of dehydration have on female competitors, the relative increased risk in traumatic brain injury for females versus males when they are participating in sports with similar rules. Vice Chair Lehman announced the task force plans to hold a stakeholder meeting inviting the public to express issues and complaints, and gather information and resource
	EO Foster suggested the task force attempt to identify the various revenue streams in both boxing and mixed martial arts. He believes the information will provide a clearer view of the actual pay to be considered in the studies. 
	Agenda Item 7 -Subcommittee Update: Pension Fund (Lehman/Ayala) 
	Vice Chair Lehman provided background on the pension fund, explaining the fund amount and the obstacles in paying vested boxers. She reviewed the vesting requirements for the pension fund and clarified the Commission's ability to pay boxers their retirement early, in special circumstances. 
	She urged the public to reach out to the Commission main office to get more information about the fund. She concluded her report by requesting EO Foster to add a chart to the report which reflects the number of boxers who are vested and eligible for payments that have not yet been distributed. Commissioner Shen-Urquidez clarified boxers do not have to be a California resident to receive their pension benefits from boxing in California. 
	Public Comment 
	Mr. Lorenz Larkin, CSAC Licensed Athlete, asked the Commission if they have considered implementing a pension fund, like boxing has, for mixed martial arts (MMA). Commissioner Shen-Urquidez and Chairman Carvelli confirmed there have been discussions on expanding the pension fund to include mixed martial arts, explaining the administrative and regulatory effort it takes to achieve such expansion is extensive. 
	Agenda Item 9 -Business and Professions Code section 18640.5 requires the 
	Commission to invite stakeholder testimony at Commission meetings to identify actions that may lead to greater opportunities for licensees to participate in major 
	professional boxing contests. 
	No stakeholder comments received. 
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	Agenda Item 10 -Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 
	-Mr. Roy Englebrecht, CSAC Licensed Promoter, requested information regarding transgender athletes and the process for applying. Vice Chair Lehman confirmed the Commission worked strenuously to implement a licensing and application process for transgender athletes. She suggested if the process isn't clear or there are issues, to let the Commission know so they can make the necessary changes. 
	Agenda Item 8 -Executive Officer's Report 
	a. Budget Update for the Support Fund, the Neurological Fund, and Pension Program 
	EO Foster reported for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017-18, the Commission deposited the Neurological Examination Account and $the Boxer's Pension Fund. He stated as far back as the Department's financial history goes, FY 2017-18 was a record high for the Commission, with respect to revenue. He explained the Commission's revenue structure and how it coincides with its expenditures stating the Commission generates approximately 85% of its revenue from event fees. He further explained to have events, the Commission must
	b. Report on Pending and Proposed Regulations 
	• Examination of Boxer Applicants {Amendment to Title 4, California Code of Regulations section 280.) 
	Assistant Executive Officer, Sophia Cornejo reported the rulemaking package was still over at the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) for review, and the last update she received from DCA was the package had been routed to the Budget Office. 
	Vice Chair Lehman stated it's her understanding the package has been under review for a year, although the delay is on the front end and her concern is not running out oftime at the Office of Administrative Law, she asked if there was a way to expedite the review process at the Department level. DCA Legal Counsel, Spencer Walker stated the Department had to search for the package which and it was found in Mr. Gary Duke's office, at which time Mr. Walker could review it. He further explained the reasoning of
	c. Status Update of Delegated Entities 
	• California Amateur Mixed Martial Arts Organizations (CAMO) 
	Mr. JT Steele, President, reported since the last Commission meeting there have been no major injuries for review and provided a written report of all suspensions issued since that meeting. He also provided the Commissioners with CAMO's most 
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	recent tax returns, including an internal financial report and stated the CAMO reserves are within operating ranges. 
	Mr. Steele reported CAMO is in the process of designing a new comprehensive 
	drug testing program that includes anabolic steroids. He explained they intend to 
	use the laboratory services of Request-A-Test, and will allow for collections by 
	CAMO inspectors or Request-A-Test representatives. He mentioned the cost of 
	implementing a drug testing program does present some financial obstacles and 
	requested some guidance from the Commission and EO Foster to help alleviat~ 
	some of those concerns. 
	• USA Boxing (USA Boxing) 
	Mr. Mike McAtee, Executive Director, reported USA Boxing has concluded their 2017 independent audit. He stated he will be posting the results of the audit on their website and including it in his report for the next Commission meeting. 
	He reported USA Boxing is subject to the U.S. Center for SafeSport (USOC) requirements tor member education, regulations, and reporting requirements. As such, USA Boxing requires all non-athlete members, coaches, officials, and administrators and staff, to take USOC's SafeSport Training prior to being approved for membership and/or employment. 
	In addition to the SafeSport education requirements, he reported USA Boxing has also implemented education courses and certifications for coaches. The first of which being the HeadsUp training offered through the Center for Disease Control's website at no cost. He explained USA Boxing is currently developing a new Coach's Education Plan which includes creating educational videos to address weight management and nutrition practices. 
	Mr. McAtee further reported USA Boxing has passed their strategic plan and highlighted their efforts toward female growth in the sport. He explained the focus does not end with the female competitors, they are striving to increase female participation in boxing coaches, officials, and administrators. He stated the goal is to increase female participation by 15% by the year 2020, 22.5% by 2022, and 30% by 2024. 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez requested Mr. McAtee provide a status of USA 
	Boxing's enhanced. background check procedures and policies. Mr. McAtee 
	explained USA Boxing's understanding of their industry, stating Boxing has 
	historically been a second path for a lot of individuals with uneasy pasts. He 
	continued, to provide support for those individuals USA Boxing overhauled their 
	background requirements and implemented criteria for denials, and appeal 
	procedures. 
	Commissioner Shen-Urquidez inquired about USA Boxing's status of adding weight classes for the Olympics. Mr. McAtee responded the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has requested eight male weight classes and five female weight 
	classes. He added the International Boxing Association (AIBA) recently concluded a meeting and his impression is AIBA is still working with the IOC to finalize weight classes which promote gender neutrality. 
	• United States Fight League (USFL) 
	Mr. Jon Frank, President, mentioned the materials omitted the number of bouts on the June 16, 2018, event, which was 16 bouts. He reported USFL held a total of 91 bouts within 7 events since the last Commission meeting. He further reported two suspensions issued since the last meeting, the first was a 17-year-old who fractured their hand during the bout, and the second, a 14-year-old who suffered a fractured arm resulting from a takedown. 
	Additionally, Mr. Frank reported of the 1294 athletic exposures since their delegation in September 2014, USFL has experienced a total of 20 injuries which required r:nedical suspensions from competition or training. He announced Dr. Adam Brooks is tentatively scheduled to make a presentation before the Association of Ringside Physicians' annual conference in October. 
	Chairman Carvelli asked Mr. Frank's impression of how the delegation is going . . Mr. Frank acknowledged the sport is growing and discussed the various challenges of providing appropriate oversight on a sport so new. 
	Chairman Carvelli suggested USFL consider increasing their outreach to spotlight participants who have graduated to coaches, community leaders, and advanced athletes. Mr. David Bramlette, USFL Promoter, suggested the lack of participation and positive exposure of the sport may be, in part, a result of the delegation. He clarified the tournaments are currently not feasible because of the cost of registering with USFL. Mr. Lorenz Larkin, USFL Promoter, echoed Mr. Bramlette's concerns regarding the tournament 
	• lnfernational Kickboxing Federation (IKF) 
	Mr. Steve Fossum, President, was unable to attend the meeting. EO Foster presented the Commission with his written report submitted in the meeting materials. 
	d. Update on C3 Logix Sports Concussion Management Program EO Foster reported he and Mr. Frank Carruba from C3 Logix have been working in consultation with Dr. Williams to expand the C3 L6gix testing sites which will allow athletes more access to take the test. 
	He explained the Ultimate Fighting Championship is now implementing C3 Logix into 
	their protocol. He added, with the authorization of each tested athlete, he hopes to be 
	able to share the results of the Commission's C3 Logix testing with UFC's doctors to 
	prevent duplicative testing. 
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	He further reported the Commission has testing close to 900 athletes tested and feel confident the testing goals will be met. Commissioner Shen-Urquidez asked EO Foster if any athlete has been baseline tested for a second time. EO Foster responded there have been repeat athletes and the data is available, however neither he nor his staff can decipher the information. Commissioner Williams asked EO Foster to clarify whether the second tests are baselines or follow-up tests after an event. EO Foster responded
	e. Upcoming Event Schedule and discussion regarding event activity EO Foster presented the Commission with the updated event schedule and directed their attention to the September 9, 2018, K2 Promotions event in Inglewood, California, at the Forum. Additionally, he directed the Commissioner's to the August 11, 2018, Golden Boy event which will be the first ever live streamed world title fight. He discussed the significance streaming services have on the industry and how consumers are receiving content, addi
	f. Staffing update 
	EO Foster reported he has requested the creation of two retired annuitant positions to 
	. assist inspectors in the field. He further reported he was told by Ms. Nicole Le, Deputy Director over Human Resources at the Department of Consumer Affairs, the resurrection of the Chief Athletic Inspector classification did not make it on the State Personnel Board's agenda for the August meeting. 
	Chairman Carvelli expressed disappointment with the process taking as long as it has. 
	Agenda Item 10 -Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 
	Chairman Carvelli wished Commissioner Williams a happy birthday. 
	Mr. James Beers, CSAC Referee Applicant, introduced himself to the Commission and 
	gave his background and credentials in the sport. 
	Agenda Item 11 -Next Meeting Scheduled for October 2, 2018, in Los Angeles, CA The next meeting is scheduled for October 2, 2018, in Los Angeles, CA. 
	Agenda Item 12 -ADJOURNMENT Meeting Adjourned. 
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	DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES, AND MOUSING AGENCY • GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 
	CALIFORNIA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION 
	2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 I Sacramento, CA 95815 Phone:(916) 263-2195 I Fax:(916) 263-2197 Website: 
	On April 13, 2018, the Commission received a formal petition to change a decision from Robert Diaz on behalf of Golden Boy Promotions and Rommel Caballero. The bout occurred at Fantasy Sprints Casino on April 12, 2018, and ended in a draw due to an accidental head butt which resulted in an injury Erik Rodriguez's eye. 
	APPEAL DETAIL SUMMARY 
	Mr. Diaz on behalf of Mr. Caballero, claims that during the bout, there was an accidental head butt which resulted in a cut on Mt. Rodriguez. He claims the doctor examined Mr. Rodriguez and determined that the cut and injury were minor and allowed the bout to continue. He further claims Mr. Rodriguez refused to continue, and the bout should have resulted in a TKO for Mr. Caballero. 
	Mr. Diaz provided video footage of the bout and the Commission also received written statements from Wayne Heqgpeth, the referee, and Roger Chapa, the CSAC Inspector assigned to Mr. Rodriguez's corner. These statements are attached for your review. Commission staff will also play the video footage provided by Mr. Diaz. 
	DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
	B'e3A"f:fp6~~¼.,,sYM1~CAtl41:E>fi'~e1oM',1rs~1ONovERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 ISacramento, CA 95815 Phone:(916) 263-2195 I Fax:(916) 263-2197 
	This request is to be forwarded to the Commission office at 2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010, Sacramento, California 95815 or via email must be received by the office within five ( 5) days of the decision per 4 CCR § 368• This form is recommended but optional. The only requirements are that the petition be in writing and timely delivered to the Commission. 
	Petitioner Name: Roberto Diaz on behalf of Golden Boy Promotions and Boxer Rommel Caballero 
	90017 
	Telephone Number:_:____ 
	Emai Address 
	Date of Decision/ Bout: April 12, 2018 Bout Results: Draw 
	Under which subsection(s) of 4 CCR§ 368 are you requesting a change of decision (please check all that apply): 
	(a) There was collusion affecting the result of the co~test; 
	(b} The compilation of the scorecard ofthe judges, and the referee when used as a judge, shows an error which would mean that the decision was given to the wrong boxer; 
	(c) There was a violation of the laws or rules and regulations governing boxing which affected the result of the contest. 
	If requesting a change of decision under subsections (a) or (b), please explain in detail the facts 
	showing you qualify for a change of decision under that section (attach additional sheets if 
	necessary). Please also attach to this form any further factual support in support of your position. 
	BOUT WAS RULED A DRAW, DUE TO AN ACCIDENTAL HEAD BUTT WHICH RESULTED IN A CUT ON THE OPPONENT. DOCTOR EXAMINED OPPONENT/ ERIC RODRIGUEZ. DOCTOR DETERMINE THAT THE CUT AND INJURY WERE MINOR AND ALLOWED THE BOUT TO CONTINUE. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
	1 Note that 4 CCR 368, subd. (e), allows the Commission, on a vote of at least a majority of the commissioners present, to hold a hearing to change a decision at any time. 
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	REFUSED TO CONTINUE. IT IS FOR THESE FACTS AND REASON THAT GBP ON BEHALF OF ROMMEL CABALLERO 
	RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE DECISION BE OVER TURNED AND RULED A TKO IN FAVOR OF ROMMEi CABALLERO 
	If requesting a change of decision under subsection (c), please answer the following questions and also attach to this form any further factual information in support of your position: 
	What Laws, Rules or Regulations governing boxing were violated in your bout? NO VIOLATIONS OF ANY SPECIFIC RULES. CHANGE OF DECISION BASED OF THE FACTS THAT DOCTOR ALLOWED BOXER ERIC RODRIGUEZ TO CONTINUE AND ERIC RODRIGUEZ REFUSED TO CONTINUE 
	How did the violation of those Laws, Rules or Regulations affect the result of your bout? 
	THE CIRCUMSTANCE AND FACTS WHERE DOCTOR ALLOWED BOXER TO CONTINUE AND BOXER ERIC RODIRIGUEZ REFUSED TO CONTINUE SHOULD OF RESULTED IN A TKO FOR ROMMEL CABALLERO AND IN FACT WAS ERRONEOSL Y RULED A DRAW. BECAUSE OF THESE FACTS, GBP RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE RESULT OF THIS BOUT BE CHANGED TO A TKO IN FAVOR ROMMEL CABALLERO 
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	Will you require the services of an interpreter at a hearing if one is scheduled? DYes* XNo 
	*If yes, please state what language: 
	Are you relying on any videos, photos or other multi-media in support of your position? 
	DYes* XNo 
	*If yes, please attach and/or otherwise send videos/photos or other multi-media to the Commission along with this form. 
	No new videos/photos or multi-media [or ther evidence] will be allowed, absent extraordinary is submitted beforehand to the Commission. 
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	OFFICE IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY MAILING ADDRESS 
	31 82 CLAY AVE.
	1350 COLUMBIA STREET 
	ROGELIO M. CHAPA 
	SAN DIEGO, CA 92 1 1 3 
	SUITE 703 
	rogelio@lawchapa.com
	SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 "By APPOINTMENT ONLY TEL: 61 9.630.091 1 FAX'. 61 9.530.0030 
	August 20, 2018 
	California State Athletic Commission 
	2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 
	Sacramento, CA 95815 
	Re: Statement regarding the contest Rommel Caballero vs Eric Rodriguez Date of Fight: April 12, 2018 
	Honorable Commissioners: 
	On August 20, 2018, I was contacted by Ms. Sophia Cornejo regarding the events of the stoppage for the fight of Rommel Caballero vs Eric Rodriguez. I was the assigned inspector for. that fight. I do have a good recollection of the events of the night. I recall the bout was the swing bout and last fight of the night. Also, with what transp~red with the stoppage, this contest was discussed by the officials at the end of the nig~1t. Ms. Cornejo requested that I prepare a statement to submit to the Commission. 
	What I recall was that it was a competitive spirited fight. Half way through the first round Mr. Rodriguez sustained a cut to his eye brow on his left eye. It is my custom before every fight that I ain assigned to instruct each and every cut man that if their fighter is cut and they wish to apply medication to stop the bleeding (I do recall being shown Adrenaline by the cut mai1 in the back room), they are to notify me in the corner so I can see the application of the medication to the gauze.· 1n this insta
	the fight. I heard this and in Spanish I made a verbal statement to Mr. Rodriguez directly to see 
	MEMBER OF NEW JERSEY STATE BAR & EOIR (IMMIGRATION COURT) PRACTICE LIMITED TO FEDERAL IMMIGRATION LAW 
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	if he wanted to stop the fight. He agreed \Vith his corner and again said he cmmot see. 1 
	confirmed his response again and then went to grab the referee who stopped off the contest. 
	Once the referee stopped the fight. ivfr. Rodriguez nor his corner never contest the stoppage of the fight. They did protest that a head butt caused the cut. Their only concern was if the fight \Vould encl in a draw or TKO. They were asking me if I knew \Vhat the outcome would be. I told them that was the referee's decision. It was ultimately declared a draw. 
	Should you have any other questions. please to clot hesitate to contact me directly. My cell phone number is 
	Rogelio M. Chapa, Esq. CSAC Athletic Inspector 
	September 10, 2018 
	Ms. Sophia Cornejo, Assistant Executive Officer California State Athletic Commission 
	Re: Notice ofHearing-Rommel Caballero vs. Eric Rodriguez 
	Dear Ms. Cornejo: 
	I am writing in response to the recent letter I received from your office dated August 28, 2018 regarding the above referenced notice ofhearing. The boxing match between Rommel Caballero vs. Eric Rodriguez was held on April 12, 2018 at Fantasy Springs Casino in Indio, California. 
	I ·recall that the bout was ruled a "technical draw" due to the occurrence ofan accidental head butt which as memory serves me occurred in the second round of a scheduled four round bout. The fight was held in association with ABC rules ofboxing adopted by California Code of Regulations-Chapter 1, professional boxing rules. The specific boxing rule governing this bout is reference number 339-Unintentional Fouling: 
	(a) When a bout is interrupted due to an injury caused by an unintentional foul, the referee in consultation with the ringside physician shall determine whether the boxer who has been fouled can continue or not. If the referee sees, or if after consultation with the judges, determines that a boxer is unintentionally fouled and ifthe boxer's chance ofwinning has not been seriously jeopardized as a result of a foul, the referee may order the bout continued after a reasonable interval. 
	It is my recollection that boxer Eric Rodriguez sustained a severe cut to his left eye due to an accidental clash ofheads with boxer Rommel Caballero. I observed the head butt that resulted in cut to the eye and announced that it was due to an accidental head butt, blood from the injury ' appeared to stream into the eye ofMr. Rodriguez appearing to obstruct his vision. Rodriguez in response to the blood flow into his eye attempted to wipe the blood away using his boxing glove. As the round ended, I summoned
	After that moment, the doctor and I walked across the ring towards the exit, the doctor left the ring and suddenly the inspector from CSAC called my name to get my attention and infom1 me that boxer Rodriguez complained that he had difficulty seeing out of his eye. Subsequently, I returned back to the corner ofMr. Rodriguez and his comer men reiterated that Rodriguez was unable to see out ofhis eye where the cut occurred. Subsequently, I asked boxer Rodriguez if he was able to continue boxing and he replied
	due to the accidental head butt, and resulting injury also the fact the fight had not reached the 
	beginning of the fourth round. 
	Part (b) of CA boxing rule #339 states the following: if the referee and/or ringside physician 
	determine that the bout may not continue because ofan injury suffered as the result of an 
	unintentional foul or because ofan injury inflicted by an unintentional foul which later becomes 
	aggravated by fair blows, the bout must be declared a draw if the bout is stopped before the 
	bell rings to begin the fourth round. After the bell rings to begin the fourth round, the outcome 
	shall be detennined by scoring the completed rounds and the round during which the referee or 
	ringside physician stopped the bout. 
	CA Boxing rule # 345: States the referee shall have the power to stop a contest at any stage if he or she considers it too one-sided, or if either contestant is in such condition that to continue might subject him or her to serious injury, and in either case to render a decision in the manner prescribed by Rule 339. Further, regardless of any examination by the ringside physician, if a boxer unequivocally manifests the intent to stop fighting, the referee shall immediately stop the 
	contest. 
	As a referee in boxing part of my primary responsibilities is to ensure the safety of each boxer and make certain he or she has not taken unnecessary and/or excessive damage during the course of a fight that could lead to serious physical body and brain damage. Again my concern, during the above referenced fight was the serious cut and my observation of the subsequent blood flow into the eye of Mr. Rodriguez. It is not my call to challenge whether or not the injured boxer could or couldn't see out of his ey
	I wish to infonn the commission that I do not plan to attend the hearing scheduled for October 2, 2018. In regards to the petition for change of decision under 4 CCR -368 to I defer that decision to CSAC upon review of and consideration ofthe afo:·ementioned report herein submitted. · 
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	RE: NOTICE OF HEARING -ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
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	Mark Relyea 
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	RE: NOTICE OF HEARING -ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
	Dear Mr. Relyea: 
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	Burton Edclie Alejandre 
	ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
	Dear Mr. Alejandre: · ;Jhe,:Galiforqia~State Ath,l.etic:.C:;,ommission (Commission) has received a request to 
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	Aogre Gue_rr~rn _ 
	ROMMEL CABALLERO VS. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
	Dear Dr. Guerrero: 
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	Sophia ·Cornejo . ·_.·· · Ass.i$tant Executive Officer California State Athletic Commission 
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	Eric RodriQuez 
	RE: NOTICE OF HEARING -ROMMEL CABALLERO VS .. ERIC RODRIGUEZ 
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	,fhe_;.Gc;tlifornia:State AthJetic C:ommission (Commission) has received a request to / -.appg~ltth~·resu]tof;a bo.UtWli'ich occurred ori April 12, 2018, between you anq Mr. ,.. ;;_: ~ iRor;i:fmiLGEibc1flero;~lth:e£ari.ta~.$prings Casino in lnc:f io, Califorflia. The Qomm:ission /,'LWHI bearJhis Hem;atits:11e)<J·scl)eduled meeting ·where you are welcome to appe'ar, however iti$' notmandatory,.~We:will email written materials c:1nd vic:ieos of the bout for 
	y "' , 
	:;· yo_QJp.re_vLew.~Y~ou.niai:submitWritten materials or videos to the Commission no later _· Jhan.J4:b.lJ.~lnessday$_ befor~Jhe,hearlng. Absent extraorc:finary circumstance_s, no new' : · •· >writterrm:aterialsprvid~oswill be accepted at the actual hearing. Jf you need a .. tx~i:J-~latpr.;sh~.~wltl<Pe..provi,d~q;telephonica.lly, free of ohc;1rge, Atrc:1n'$lc1tor, in¢1,uding the 
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	You are receiving this notice via email because the notice that was mailed to the address on file was returned by the post office. 
	Dear Mr. Rodriguez: 
	The California State Athletic Commission (Commission) has received a request to appeal the result of a bout which occurred on April 12, 2018, between you and Mr. Rommel Caballero at the Fantasy Springs Casino in Indio, California. The Commission will hear this item at its next scheduled meeting where you are welcome to appear, however it is not mandatory. Attached for your review-is the Petition for Change of Decision submitted by Robert Diaz on behalf of Golden Boy Promotions and Boxer Rommel Caballero. Yo
	Meeting Time: Tuesday, October 2, 2018 
	Meeting Location: Millennium Biltmore Hotel -Bernard's Meeting Room 506 S Grand Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90071 
	Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m. 
	Please contact the Commission via e-mail at or by telephone at (916) 263-2195 to confirm 
	your attendance at this Commission meeting. 
	Thank you. 
	Sophia Cornejo Assistant Executive Officer 
	California State Athletic Commission 2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 2010 Sacramento. CA 95815 . 
	F: 916-263-2197 
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